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CALENDAR

Cct ober 2 Tal k by Carl Heller on operation procedure. NAC Safety
Building at 7:00 p.m

Cct ober 7-9 Trip to Havasu Canyon. For nore information call Carol
Bur ge, 446-5359.

Cct ober 15 Rock Clinbing at Fossil Falls. Nick Bottka is in charge,
(375-9166). Meet at the hut at 7:00 a.m

Oct ober 16 Meeting, John Wck's, 625 S. Norma, Ridgecrest -- 7:30 p.m

Cct ober 21-23 Yosem te, for rock clinmbing or whatever. The organizer

is Bill Stronge (375-9239).

Cct ober 28 California Region, MRA neeting, at Sierra Madre. Call N ck
Bottka for details.

Novenber 4 Stretcher practice, at Omens Ridge or Whitney Portal.
Bill Sweatt is in charge (446-2891).

Novenber 6 Lecture on Search Techni ques, by Al G een.

Novenber 13 Meet i ng

Novenber 18 M. Inyo (11,107) and Keynot Pk. (11,101), in the Inyo Range.

Decenber 2 Meeting, Lee and Di anne Lucas', 305-A Mcintire, C/L -- 7:30 p.m

ARE YOU A BOTTLENECK?

Recently we've heard runors of unrest anbng sone nenbers of the Search team and
ot hers, concerning the slow progress of itens of information that are routed
among the nenbers on the call roster. People on the upper half of the roster my
not realize this is a problem but there have been instances in which the end of
the Iist has not been reached until a year or nore after the material started
circul ating.
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OPERATI ONS

#7209 Transit, Lightning fatalities near Bishop Pass ........... Bill Stronge

We received a report of 2 overdue clinbers on Monday evening, July 17, from
John Castel, a fornmer nmenber. His friends had left L.A for a weekend clinb

of M. Agassiz with a possible alternative objective of Ms. Haekel and VWallace (a
di fferent roadhead). Unfortunately two searches on Mnday had nissed their car.
The car was found Tuesday norning, parked 2.5 miles down the road at the new hikers

parki ng area on the South Fork of Bishop Creek. W sent 10 nmen toward Bi shop.

Meanwhi | e, two Eastern Sierra MRG nenbers | eft the roadhead immediately to
| ook for the clinbers' canmp and check the summt register. JimHerlihy and Bill
MIller were found dead in their tent near Saddl erock Lake. They had been struck
by lightning while resting against nmetal franed backpacks. When we checked with
the I nyo County Sheriff in Independence, we got the word and headed for hone.

#7211 Rescue Injured clinber on M. Wiitney .................... Denni s Burge

A call fromthe U S. Forest Service in Lone Pine at 5:45p.m on Sunday,
August 6, set the group in nmotion. The word was that a clinber had fallen on
the East Buttress Route on M. Witney, and that he had sustained broken ribs
and was having difficulty breathing.

Five of us, Nick Bottka, Don Peterson, Bill Sweatt, Dave Brown and mnyself,
assenbl ed at the hut, gathered equi pnent and headed for NAF and the waiting
heli copter. Qur pilot, Lt. Col. Jack Pipa, USMC, said he could only take
four, so Don agreed to drive.

On arriving at Lone Pine there was no new i nformation, so Col. Pipa took Nick
and | to East Face Lake. W landed at 7:50, just as it was grow ng dark. There
we | earned from nenbers of his party that the injured man, Ji m Witconb, had
fallen about 20 feet and had hit a rock | edge before the belay could stop him One
person stayed with himwhile the others went down to get help. Three other rock
clinmbers who were at East Face Lake, preparing to clinmb the face of Keel er Needl e,
qui ckly went up to Jimto see what they could do. They took sl eeping bags and

wat er, got himdown to a fairly confortable spot and determ ned that his
injuries were not critical

Upon hearing this, we decided that the helicopter should go back out and that we
could wait until nmorning to get Jimdown. | also decided that with the aid of

the three rock clinbers and the other menbers of Jims party, we could get him
down wi t hout sending anyone el se up

Monday morning the three rock clinbers, Nick and | clinbed the first pitch or
two of the Buttress Route to Jim and his conpanions' |ocation. (These three
clinmbers had clinbed the buttress w thout ever roping up the day before.) W
wrapped Jims broken ribs, and he said they felt nmuch better. An anchor was rigged
and Jimwas lowered in a seat and chest sling to the Mountaineer's Route. It was
fortunate that we had 200" ropes since we had to | ower himdown about
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M. Whitney, continued

190" of nearly vertical rock. The Navy helicopter was flown back to East Face
Lake at 10 a.m and waited 1+ hours while Jim was slowy belayed down the |oose
chute. He was then taken to Lone Pine for treatment. N ck won the toss and |
had to wal k down.

We would like to thank the three skilled clinmbers for their val uabl e assistance.

It certainly nade our job easier. Unfortunately, | didn't get their |ast nanes. W
woul d also like to thank Eastern Sierra Muuntain Rescue for their back up support
and assi stance with comruni cations, and Col. Pipa and NAF for their speedy and
capabl e response.

#7212 Transit, Lost boy, Mammoth ........... .. .. ... . ... ... .. ...... Ni ck Bottka

We were called at 0145, August 14, by Sgt. Cory of the Mono County Sheriff's
Office to assist in a search for a 3—year—eld boy, Jason Fry. Jason had
beconme | ost the Previous evening while playing in a housing area at Manmoth. Six
menbers, Bill Stronge, Dave Brown, John Zenor, Allen Jones, Harry Garner and
Doug Warschauer, responded to the early norning call out and net ne at the hut
about 0300. (Several of these people had just returned froma weekend cli nbing
trip about m dnight.)

Shortly after we arrived at Mammmot h, Jason was found by his father, alive and
wel |, about three quarters of a mle fromwhere he had | ast been seen. Thankfu
that the search had a happy ending, we ate breakfast and headed for home.

Conment: A | arge nunmber of searchers were summoned to the scene imredi ately
after the boy was reported lost. This quick reaction time greatly increased
t he boy's chance of survival, even though Jason was ultinmately found by his
own fat her.

O her recent operational activity included two alerts, a nobilization for
possi bl e assistance in rescuing two hikers stranded near Trail Crest on M.
Wi tney, and an "incident" in which Tom Waugh assi sted a Mono County Deputy
Sheriff in extricating a woman who had fallen into an earthquake fault.

CALI FORNI A REG ON NEWS

Denni s Burge and Nick Bottka represented China Lake at the Septenber 9 snow test for
Bay Area Mountain Rescue, held on Dana dacier. This test was the final step for Bay
Area in denponstrating conpetence in rescue skills, as required for nmenbership in the
Mount ai n Rescue Association and the California Region. By a unani nbus vote of the
exam ners, the Bay Area team passed the test, which involved rescuing an injured
"victim' lying just above a crevasse.

CLMRG has a special interest in this group. George Barnes, a | eader of Bay Area
Mount ai n Rescue, is a former menber of our group. In addition, we have been the
sponsor of the Bay Area unit since their application for menbership in MRA. W
| ook for speedy acceptance of Bay Area Muntain Rescue by the California Region
and the MRA national organization, at their next respective neetings,



Oct ober 1972 page 4

MEMBERSHI P

A former "full-time" menber of. CLMRG Ernst Bauer was in China Lake for the
sumrer but has now returned to Germany. He should no | onger be listed on
Techni cal team

Anot her sumrer nenber, WIIliam Adanson, should be deleted fromthe Search team

Two of the people who conpleted our sunmmer clinbing course have qualified for
the Search team They are:

Ron At kins Code 6052 Phone 446-7033 (home); 939-2853 (wor k)
Bob O Handly Code 6018 Phone 446-2246 (hore); 939-2771 (wor k)

And | ast but not |east: Lee and Di anne Lucas have a new phone nunber, 446-2387.
Sane address, just got tired of getting calls for the local drive-in novie, as the
nunbers were al nost identical!

PUBLI C EDUCATI ON El i zabet h Ander son

We are grateful to Beth Henry, for her thoughtful ness in designating the CLMRG
as recipient of the Wlly Henry Menorial Fund. This Fund's total receipts,

$452. 00, was used to purchase the Creatron audio-visual unit, which will present
the safety education and training taped slide shows from now on.

This new unit will sinplify the business of setting-up for the taped shows and
will lessen the nental strain on the operators. Wen the Public Education
conmmittee has finished re-taping the slide shows, the sound and slide-inpul se
and the projector will be coordinated in a fool-proof form**

The conmittee's thanks go also to Bob Rockwell, for the tine and effort he
spent in searching out the facts and fallacies of the types of equiprent
avai l abl e on today's narket. Bob's able research was responsible for the
present availability of the Creatron unit to CLMRG

And we nust acknow edge the committee's debt to John Chl, without whose expertise
(and equi pnent) there m ght never have been any safety slide shows. John | oaned us
his tape recorder, tapes, projector, and speakers for Syears, and hel ped us tape
the first 5shows (CLMRG Canping, Safety, Survival, Lost Child). For the first few
years, he helped with the presentation of the shows, both during

wor ki ng hours and in the evenings. We are returning his equi pnent, not imediately
but as soon as the re-taping is conpl eted!

The newest show is evolving, slowy as always...to be short (3nminutes?), on the
child' s level, telling himabout Safety in the nountains. Al suggestions,
particularly fromparents, are wel cone.

** June 1971-June 1972: 1,200 persons reached by sone form of safety education.
And that's a |l ot of fool-proof.

Soci al Not e:

From 164° N. Sue Anderson reports that on Septenber 16 she went backpacking in
Mount McKinl ey National Park, with fresh snow on the ground.
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In the past we have worn the MRA patch on the left arm and the CLMRG patch on the right arm. In order to comform with other
teamsin the California Region, we are exchanging the positions of these two pat ches.

\

For those menmbers new to the Group since
t he designing of the arm patch:

The mountain is not a kindergarten triangle for "mountain”, but isa
simplified drawing of Mt. Whitney, from the north. Since our activities are
mainly concerned with the southern portion of the Sierra Nevada, Whitney
seemed appropriate. The Buttress and the mountaineer's Route are shown.

Don't try to center the patch by the shape

of the nountain, but rather by the lettering.
Use the "A" in CHINA for the top center point.
Use the initial "C'" and the last "E' in CHINA
LAKEto line up horizontally.

By
L -1
— FifE T.
1Q J‘-Ifl‘l,"':-t.‘.-_‘""_

e = i " o T

LEFT

LAY 26
Pvf!'rc_H‘

HORIZONTAL



Cct ober 1972 page 6

FI NANCES Bar bara Sl at es

In Septenber we received the remai nder of our United Fund allocation. W are
grateful to those who designated a portion of their contribution for CLMRG -
we appreciate your support.

We have al so received a donation fromour own Doug Warschauer. Thank you Doug!

QUARTERMASTER S REPORT Bob Joy

Three items: (1) The group has purchased four 14 inch Salewa ice screws --
these are nowin the hut. (2) Also in the hut is the Master Map Board, which can
be used to | ocate quadrangl es and their names in the Sierra and sone of the
surroundi ng area. (3) W now have four Voice Commander radi os operational, with

aut omati ¢ charger.

EPI LOGUE TO AN OPERATI ON

After the M. Witney rescue operation (#7211) a letter, addressed to the "Muntain
Rescue Section, U S. Navy", was received. The witer was concerned about the fact
that the young clinmbers who assisted in the rescue were not paid or even fed, and
felt that they did not receive proper recognition for their efforts.

We believe Carl Heller's thoughtful reply is worth repeating (sonewhat abridged):

"Perhaps | can put the rescue operation on M. Witney into better perspective for
you. The China Lake Group and other teams of the CALMRA (California Region
Mount ai n Rescue Association) are all volunteer groups. W purchase our own
climbing gear and obtain community help to purchase stretchers, radios, etc. W
practice many days a year on our own time in order to better perform nmountain
rescues and searches. Operations also involve nuch of our time, particularly
searches for lost children

"The Navy invol venent was to loan a helicopter to bring in two men and to fly the
victimout. The pilot and crew flew late at night and early in the norning when
they normally need not have been working - in other words, as vol unteers.

"Rescue operations are normally under cogni zance of the County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, but this particular operation was run by the U S. Forest Service.

"It is true that the National Park Service has funds for professional rescue
teans. They both pay and feed many of the sport clinbers who are avail abl e

for rescues. This is particularly true in Yosenite where there are nany operations.

"However, neither the Navy, U'S. Forest Service nor the snmall California counties
have funds for even feeding volunteers. The mlitary can transport teanms for SAR
operations, but that is all. If mlitary helicopters are unavailable, the

victims nust pay for commercial lift which could easily cost a few hundred doll ars.

"At present the Navy, U S. Forest Service or Sheriff's Departnent could be
breaking the law if they m sappropriated funds for other purposes to rescue
operations. If this appears wong to you, | can only say that our opinions
agr ee.
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"As to publicity, our group generally nakes no press releases, leaving that to
t he government agency in charge. | do not know what undesirable bit of publicity
about the young nen involved was brought to your attention. | do know that
Dennis Burge, the team | eader involved, considered their help nost inportant. W
have | earned within our group to accept occasional errors and criticisms from
the news nedia. In fact, if we worked for the publicity al one, we would have

| ong ago quit.

"This is essentially the nessage | would give to the young nen involved. Hold on
to the satisfaction of having done a useful bit of work. Just because the world
doesn't always seemto appreciate your efforts, don't give up on the world. The
i ndi vi dual rescued undoubtedly appreciated your efforts even though he may
have had troubl e exPressing hinself and not enough nbney to reward you
financially."



