
CALENDAR

Nov 4 Independence Pk Camphausen

6 CLMRG 20th Anniversary Banquet Anderson

13 Meeting at 313 Sanders, R/C St. Denis

14 Hut Night - Group equipment Renta

18-19 Maturango Pk/Burl Parkinson Camphausen

MRA Fal l Meeting, Boise, Idaho L. Lucas

26 Waucoba

Dec 9-10 Panamint Range exploratory Ron Jones

11 Meeting at 824 W Graaf, R/C Camphausen
(Tracking slide show)

18 Night SAR Practice L. Lucas

22 "B Mountain Happy Hour" Snell

30-1 North Palisade Rockwell

Jan 8 Meeting at 624 Randall, R/C Burge

9/10 Hut Night - Stretcher r igging

13-14 MRA Region Meeting, China Lake (Sat) Atkins

Stretcher Practice (Sun)
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NEWS 2

TRAINING -Operation Leadership and Coordination
(Yes, th is should have been in the last edi t ion, but your wel l organized
e d i t o r m is l a id i t )

CLMRG members spent four Tuesday evenings in March discussing how
to lead and coordinate search and rescue (SAR) operat ions. Topics dis-
cussed were:

1 . SAR ju r i sd ic t i on - lo ca l , s t a te , f ed era l . The pro per r e la t io n -
ship of volunteers to author i t ies, and roles of government
agencies involved in SAR.

2 . A le r t p rocedure - respond ing to a ca l l fo r he lp - pr io r i t i es ,
response levels.

3 . Mobi l izat ion - team cal l-out, equipment select ion, advance team
location.

4 . Coord inat ion - ro le of coordinator - l ia ison to request ing
agency, other agencies and other SAR teams; California MRA
Joint Operation Procedures.

5 . Base camp - organization, staff funct ions, paperwork.

6 . Search and rescue leadership.

7 . ELT operations.

8 . Reports and critique.

About half the t ime was spent in "case studies' based on past operat ions.
Members were br iefed on the problem - who, what, where, when - and
then asked to write down what they would do as operat ion leader. Later
case studies used topographic maps and involved corre lat ing interview
data and making field assignments.

Discussion leaders were Hel ler , Green, Stronge and L. Lucas. Part -
ic ipants were R. Rockwell, R. Westbrook, D. Burge, Atkins, Harris,
Camphausen, Buffum, S. Rockwell, C. Burge, J. Westbrook, Moore, Joy,
Brown, and D. Lucas.

SAFETY FILMS - 'By Nature's Rules' and 'The Thermal Wilderness'

These two f i lms were produced by the Seat t le Mounta in Rescue
Council in cooperation with Safeco Insurance Co. and Lawless Motion Picture
consultants. Elizabeth Anderson, of CLMRG, helped with the fi lming of
'The Thermal Wilderness'. Both f ilms have made a tremendous
cont r ibut ion to safety . Between 30 and 40 mi l l ion peop le have seen
'By Nature 's Ru les ' , mak ing hypothermia a much bet ter recognized
problem than in the past . An est imated 17-18 million have seen 'The Thermal
Wilderness' on TV alone.

CLMRG purchased copies of these films several years ago, to have
available for any group who wants to use them. We have recently replaced
the worn out copy of 'By Nature's Rules' . Either f i lm may be borrowed from
the Safety Off ice at China Lake.

The China Lake Training Center has a copy of 'By Nature's Rules'
wh ich they wi l l show to groups, but they wi l l no t loan out . Contac t
Marie at 939-2686 for information.
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POWDERED COCKTAILS - from Business Week, August 28, 1978

T ak i n g t o t h e g r e a t o u t d o o r s u s u a l l y m e a n s l e a v i n g b e h i n d t h e c o c k t a i l
h o u r i n f a v o r o f K r a t i o n s a n d a c a n t e e n . B u t s o o n , A m e r i c a n s p o r t s m e n
a n d t r a v e l e r s m a y b e p a c k i n g t h e i r c o c k t a i l s i n t h e i r p o c k e t s .
S u r e S h o t i n s t a n t p o w d e r e d c o c k t a i l s - j u s t a d d w a t e r a n d s t i r - w i l l b e t e s t -
m a r k e t e d i n e a r l y O c t o b e r i n L o s A n g e l e s l i q u o r s t o r e s a n d s u p e r m a r k e t s
b y t w o W e s t C o a s t C o m p a n i e s t h a t a r e b e t t i n g t h a t b o o z e i n a p a c k e t w i l l
s o o n b e t h e K o o l - A i d o f t h e l i q u o r i n d u s t r y .

HELICOPTER SURVIVAL KITS

CLMRG personne l have been asked to he lp se lec t surv i va l gear to
b e c a r r i e d i n N A F h e l i c o p t e r s .

PUBLIC EDUCATION

T h e P u b l i c E d u c a t i o n c om m i t t e e i s r e - d o i ng o u r d i s p l a y p a n e l s a n d
p u b l i s h i n g a n u p d a t e d v e r s i o n o f o u r p u b l i c s a f e t y b r o c h u r e .

BANQUET

A l l f r i e n d s o f t h e C L M R G a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o a t t e n d t h e 2 0 t h
a n n i ve r s a r y b a n q u e t , b e i n g p l a n n e d b y L i z A n d e r s o n a n d h e r c om m i t t e e . I f
y o u d i d n ' t r e c e i v e a n i n v i t a t i o n i n t h e m a i l , p l e a s e u s e t h i s o n e a n d b e
s u r e t o R S V P s o a p l a c e w i l l b e s e t f o r yo u .

You are cordially invited

t o a t t e n d t h e

T wentieth Anniversary Banquet

o f t h e

China Lake Mountain Rescue Group

on Monday, the sixth of November

NWC C o m m i s s i o n e d O f f i c e r s ' C l u b

N o H o s t C o c k t a i l s 6 : 0 0 p . m .

D i n n e r 7 : 0 0 p . m .

R S V P b y Octobe r 30 th

507 Randall, Ridgecrest, California 93555

(714) 375-2532
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OPERATION REPORTS
Leader/Coordinator

#7810 A le r t , 2 July Inyo Co., Bristlecones Harris

#7811 Search, 22-25 July L. Lucas

Dave Cunningham, 25, of Santa Barbara, went on a four day, 40 mile
loop tr ip, presumably over Clark Pass in the Yosemite back country. The
search started after he was overdue two days and MRA was cal led on 7/22,
when he was overdue four days. The search area was over 50 square miles.
Some tracks were found, but were lost at the head of Clark Canyon. Rain on
7/24 probably aged the tracks. [CLMRG learned several weeks later that the
subject was found in Bangor, Maine]

#7812 A le r t , 29 July Inyo Co., Aberdeen /Lucas

#7813 Aler t , 20 Aug Riverside Co., Whitewater / Hel ler

#7814 Aler t , 8 July Kern Co. /Westbrook

#7815 A le r t , 27 July Inyo Co. /Westbrook

#7816 Contact, 1 Sep Kern Co. /Camphausen

# 7817 Search, 4 September 78 Camphausen and Landau

Cal l at 2041 on 4 Sep 78 from Carl Hel ler. He requested I contact
Mike Ell iot of Inyo Co. Posse concerning a possible need for CLMRG
assistance.

A 13 year old boy, Kevin Uhlin, was overdue since noon on 4 Sep 78.
He was last seen depart ing Black Lake. He intended to return to the Big
Pine Creek hiker parking area below Glacier Lodge. As reported by his
g roup, Kev in d id not have proper c lo th ing fo r the t rop i ca l s to rm rains
that came at 1700 hours.

Carol Burge and Sheila Rockwell called down the roster and got
three responses for immediate departure and several more for a follow up
team. Departure was planned for 0300 hours on 5 Sep 78. I advised Mike
E l l io t o f our team's ETA and we d iscussed ca l l ing add i t ional MRA
support, which he did. Marty Landau, Hank Snell, and Mike Walters were
China Lake's first team.

I initiated a second call-out at 0615 and ten members were set
to depart at 1300 hours. I received the message at 1120 that Kevin had
been found by the China Lake team and was OK. Mike El l iot sa id that
MRA team response was: Inyo Co. (13), Altadena (4), CLMRG (3 + 10
about to depart), Los Padres (4), San Diego (6), and Sierra Madre (6).

Comments: Kev in Uhl in 's resource fu lness probab ly saved h is l i f e .
When it was apparent to him that was lost, he didn't panic but sought
shelter and stayed in one place in order to conserve his energy.

#7818 Rescue, 5 September 78 Westbrook

At 9 pm on Tuesday, September 5, the day following an unseasonably
wet Labor Day holiday, we received a cal l from the Inyo Co. sheriff
request ing assistance. Two or four people were in trouble from
hypothermia at Trai l Camp (el. 12000') on the Mt. Whitney trai l .
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C L M R G f i e l d e d a t e n p e r s o n t e a m . D o n H a r r i s a n d L i z A n d e r s o n s e t u p
b a s e c a m p a n d h a n d l e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a t L o n e P i n e a i r p o r t . T h e o t h e r
e i g h t o f u s a r r i v e d a t W h i t n e y P o r t a l s a t a b o u t m i d n i g h t . S i e r r a M a d r e ,
L o s P a d r e s a n d t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e w e r e s t i l l i n t h e a r e a f o r a n o p e r a t i o n
w h i c h h a d b e g u n t h e d a y b e f o r e , a n d w e r e a l r e a d y a t l e a s t 3 h o u r s u p t h e
t r a i l . A f t e r c h e c k i n g w i t h t h e a d v a n c e p a r t y t o d e t e r m i n e w h a t e q u i p m e n t
w a s n e e d e d , w e m a d e t r a c k s . W e a r r i v e d a t t h e r a n g e r ' s t e n t a t O u t p o s t
M e a d o w a b o u t 3 : 3 0 a m t o r e s t , d r y o f f a n d g e t a h o t d r i n k . A t e a m o f
F o r e s t S e r v i c e a n d S i e r r a M a d r e r e s c u e r s f o u n d t h e f i r s t v i c t i m ,
d e c e a s e d , j u s t b e l o w T r a i l C a m p . T h e y p u t u p a t e n t a t T r a i l C a m p
a n d r e s t e d u n t i l f i r s t l i g h t . B e c a u s e o f c o l d , w e t w e a t h e r , w e c h o s e t o
w a i t t h e h o u r u n t i l f i r s t l i g h t , b e f o r e c r o s s i n g t h e s w o l l e n s t ream s a t
Ou tpos t Meado w. W e ar r i ved a t T ra i l Cam p abou t 6 am , j us t a f te r t h e F or es t
S e r v i c e p e o p l e h a d f o u n d t h e s ec o n d v i c t im , a ls o d e c e as e d . T h e v i c t i m s
h a d c o m e o v e r t h e c r e s t f r o m t h e w e s t s i d e i n t h e s t o r m . T h e y w e r e
w e a r i n g c o t t o n s h o r t s a n d T - s h i r t s . O n e h a d o n a w e t d o w n p a r k a .
T h e r e w a s f o o d , a s t o v e , a t u b e t e n t , a n d w e t s l e e p i n g b ag s i n t h e i r
p a c k s .

Another poss ib le t r aged y was prevented when two wet , co ld peop le
w e r e f o u n d a f e w m i n u t e s l a t e r . T h e y w e r e p l a c e d i n a w a r m , d r y t e n t ,
g i ven ho t f o od a nd dr y c l o t hes a nd rec o ve red e no u gh t o wa lk o u t b y
themselves.

W e m o ve d t h e t wo b o d i e s t o a h e l i s p o t 3 /4 m i d o wn t h e t r a i l an d
e ve r yo n e wa s b a ck a t t h e P o r t a l s b y 5 pm . W e h a d a s h or t d r i ve h om e , b u t
o u r f r i e n d s f r o m A l t a d e n a , S i e r r a M a d r e , S a n D i e g o a n d L o s P a d r e s h a d
m an y ho urs to g o b e f o re a we l l d ese r ved r es t .

Ch ina Lake m em bers par t ic ipa t ing were : W es tbrook , Brown, D. Lucas ,
Hu n t , R en t a , L lo yd , S wans o n , Co te , A nd e rson a nd H ar r i s . Co o rd i n a t o r s wer e
S. Rockwel l and C. Burge.

#7819 Rescue, 5-6 September D. Burge

O n S e p t em b er 5 , a t a b o u t 1 0 pm , I r e c e i ve d a c a l l f r om P h i l U m h o l t z
o f th e B a y Ar ea M o u n t a i n Resc ue U n i t . H e t o ld m e th a t G eor g e Bar n es ,
BAMRU member and ' l i fe member ' of CLMRG, was a day overdue in return ing
f r o m a s o l o c l i m b o f M t . G o d d a r d . P h i l w o n d e r e d i f I c o u l d m a k e a n
i n q u i r y t o t h e I n y o C o . S h e r i f f t o s e e i f G e o r g e ' s v e h i c l e w a s s t i l l a t
t h e L ak e S a b r i n a r o ad h e a d . C o n s i d e r i n g th e ve r y b a d we a t h e r o f t h e
p r e v i o u s t w o d a ys , i t wa s n o t t o o s u r p r i s i n g G e o r g e w a s o ve r d u e , b u t I
t o l d P h i l I w o u l d c a l l t h e s h e r i f f .

I t h e n c a l l e d P a t E l l i o t t o f t h e I n y o S A R P o s s e , w h o s a i d s o m e
roads were ou t in t he B ishop Creek a rea , bu t he wou l d have th e roadhead
checked and have someone ca l l Ph i l back .

A t 1 1 3 0 t h e n e x t m orn i n g , we r e c e i ve d a re s c u e c a l l f r om t h e In yo C o .
S h e r i f f . I c a l l e d b a c k a n d t a l k e d w i t h P a t E l l i o t t a g a i n . H e t o l d m e
th a t G e org e h ad com e ou t a f te r m id n ig h t an d was OK , b u t th a t a t r a g ed y

had occur red. George had been com ing ou t over Lam arck Col wi th a m ale and
f em a l e b a c k p a c k e r , w h e n p r o b l em s d e v e l o p e d b e c a u s e o f t h e s t o r m . T h e g i r l ,
K a r e n E v a n s , 2 2 , o f S a n t a C r u z , h a d d i e d o f h yp o t h e r m i a a n d G e o r g e had
le f t Edward S eabur y , 23 , o f Sebas topo l , w rapped in a s lee p ing bag , when E d
c o u l d g o n o f u r t h e r i n t h e 5 f t d e e

p
s n o w .
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A helo from Lemoore had been unable to reach the site because of wind
and clouds and Pat was hoping the NWC helo could. He also wanted our
s u p p o r t i f t h e h e l o h a d t o l a n d a wa y f r o m t h e s i t e . I t h e n t a l k e d t o
Lcdr. Haan at the NWC airf ie ld operat ions of f ice. He told me they had
already received the same request and the SAR Huey would be departing at
1150 with Lcol . Adams, Lcdr . Crume and three crewmen. He said they
wou ld p lan on tak ing our team to B is hop in a U-9 (Aero Commander ) ,
whenever we were ready.

I g o t Car o l t o g e t two m ore r esc uer s wh i l e I we n t h ome to g e t
ready. Tom Stogsdi l l , Gene St. Denis and I gathered equipment f rom the
hut and went out to the a ir f ie ld. W e were f lown to Bishop by Lt . Everson
and Lcdr. Duncan. We arr ived there at 1410, and were to ld by Pat El l io t t ,
who had flown around the site in the NWC Huey, that Seabury also appeared to
be dead . The he lo had been unab le to land anywhere in the area
because of strong winds, but the posit ion of the body indicated no hope.
Af ter some discussion, Pat said that Inyo would go back up the next day t o
r e c o v e r t h e b o d i e s , u s i n g t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e h e l i c o p t e r . A f t e r wait ing
awhile longer to be sure we weren't needed to help rescue some overdue hikers
near Pine Lake, we returned to China Lake by 1645.

T h i s a c c ou n t o f t h e L am a r ck Co l t r a g ed y i s f r om a le t t e r f r om
George Barnes to John Seabury, Ed's brother . I t is rather lengthy, but

I thought inst ruct ive and sober ing . W e might a l l do wel l to eva luate our
own preparedness for bad weather - both our physical preparedness to protect
ourselves from the elements and our mental preparedness to recognize t he
p os s ib i l i t y o f da nge r be f o re i t i s t oo la t e . - Ed i t o r

The storm had been gradual ly bui ld ing since the 2nd [Sept] , but h it in
earnest about 1100 on the 4th. I was camped at Wanda Lake that night and
gradua l ly a l l my gear except a down parka in a pack got wet (b ivouac sack
- no ten t ) . W hen I g o t underway abou t 0600 on the 5 th (we t g ear t u r n e d
4 0 l b p a c k in t o 6 0 l b p a c k ) t h e s t o r m f i n a l l y t a p e r e d o f f a f t e r 1 9
s t r a ig h t h ours . Snowl i n e wa s a bo u t 1 1 ,6 00 f t , as I hea ded nor th on the
Muir Tra i l toward Lamarck Col - the shor test way out not requir ing rock
c l imbing on now snow-covered ledges. I knew I had to get a l l the way out
that day because of the wet s leeping bag. [George was wearing Gortex rain pants
and anorak over his slightly damp down parka]

About 1100, I met Ed and Karen headed south on the Muir Trail
about 200 yards south of the junction with the Darwin Canyon-Lamarck
Col t ra i l . They appeared to be in good shape, a lthough their gear was
in the same shape mine was. [Ed and Karen had only light plast ic
ponchos for ra in protect ion whi le they walked] This was their 5th
day in and they had camped that night at the lake just above 11,200 ft
on the Darwin Canyon drainage. They knew they had to get out , too,
and had sta r ted down Evo lu t ion Va l l ey , but f ound the t ra i l f l ooded.
When I met them, they were headed for Muir and Bishop passes many miles
to the south. They wanted much more to go out Lamarck Col, but were
concerned about climbing through the snow. When I told them I was
going out Lamarck, snow or not, they very much wanted to come along. 'Fine', I
sa id . Go ing up the t ra i l , i t was soon ev id en t t hey cou ld move much faster
than I . The y waited for me per iodical ly and then went ahead to
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their old campsite to have some lunch. I passed them and headed up

Darwin Canyon and they caught me again before the lowest of the five lakes
in that canyon. W e proceeded on the tedious route on the nor th s ide o f
f o u r o f t h o s e l a k e s t o t h e f o o t o f t h e 1 0 0 0 f t c l i m b t o t h e C o l where I
stopped for lunch about 1500. Karen spoke of being cold, so I to ld them to
go on up toward the Col and I 'd t rudge beh ind. V is ib i l i t y was not too
good above us so I showed them landmarks to fo l low to stay on route. I t
was snowing l ight ly wi th moderate wind above 12,000 f t .

They were about 300 f t above me when I star ted up and I soon lost
s ight of them in the clouds. W eather deter iorated at h igher al t i tudes and I
saw them again, on route, at about 1630 about 300 ft below the Col. I s a w
t h e n t h a t I wa s g a in i n g o n t h em. G o ing wa s t e d io us o ve r s n o w- covered
ta lus with 1 to 3 foot depths. I t was snowing more heavi ly and
the wind had picked up. Fol lowing in their t racks, I reached them about 1715,
150 feet be low the Co l . Ed was do ing a good job of rou te f ind ing , bu t h a d
t o wa i t f o r K a r e n , wh o wa s s t i l l m o v i n g s t e a d i l y , b u t s l o w l y . I we n t
a h e a d o f Ed a n d b r o k e t r a i l t o t h e t o p o f t h e Co l . W h e n I g o t t h e r e , Ed
cal led up and said he thought Karen needed help. I dropped my pack at the
top of the Col and went back to Karen, took her pack , and he lped h e r t o t h e
t o p , a r r i v i n g s h o r t l y a f t e r E d . W h e n I g o t t o h e r i t w a s clear she was
rapidly becoming more hypothermic. We were now in gusty, g a l e - f o r c e w i n d s ,
d r i v i n g s h e e t s o f s n o w h o r i z o n t a l l y . T h e w i n d s we r e pr imar i ly f rom the
south and my hope was to get over the Col to near the smal l l ake on the
nor th s ide wh ich shou ld be more on the lee s ide of the r idge. Jus t ove r the
top and coming down the re la t i ve ly s teep s lope to t h e NE of th e Co l , we
f o u n d 1 - 5 f e e t o f f i n e , u n c o n s o l i d a t a b le , d r i f t snow which made descending
even more work per yard than the ascent had been. Karen weakened very
rapidly and by 1745 could no longer move. Ed had gotten her s leeping bag out
and we wrapped it around her. I went down to the f i rs t p lace above the lake I
cou ld stamp out a p lat form which I d id and Ed reached i t w i t h h is pack . W e
g o t ou t h is enso l i t e pad and sleeping bag (the tube tent they had blew away,
but would have been o f l i t t l e u s e ) . H e s t a y e d t h e r e , wh i l e I we n t b a c k u p
t o t h e Co l t o g e t my pack. On the way back down, I checked Karen. She died about 1755.

Ed knew he was in bad shape. He couldn't walk far without support.
He was shocked at Karen's death, but composed. After a few f loundering
steps with me (s ink ing in over 4 feet of ten) he decided that wouldn' t work
and I helped him back to the platform, pad, and other gear. We wrapped
him up as best we could and I headed for help, promising a helicopter as
soon as possible.

Going was slow down from the Col and I was in a large talus f ield
when i t g o t da rk a t abou t 20 00 . I f i na l l y reached my car a l i t t l e a f t e r
midnight and reported to the sher i f f .

George Barnes


