CHINA LAKE MOUNTAIN RESCUE GROUP
P.O. BOX 2037

RIDGECREST, CA 93555
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Jan 27-28 Trail or Cirque Peak D. Burge
Feb 4 Paiute Monument Anderson

12 Meeting at 945 Upjohn, R/C Joy/Mason
16-19 Four Day Sierra Traverse R. Westbrook
24 MRA Rock Workshop, Fossil Falls Heller

25 Inyo Posse-China Lake SAR Leadership L. Lucas

Coordination Problem

26 Peru Slide Show, Burroughs Lecture Cir.

Mar 3-4 Eagle Mt., Brown Mt., Amargosa Opera Camphausen
10-11 Ice Climb with June Lake Team St. Denis

12 Meeting at 1108 Krista Ct., R/C Lloyd/Renta
19 Sign Cutting Practice (5-7pm) Harris
24-25 Palmer, Grapevine, Wahguyhe L. Lucas
Tracking Practice - every Thursday, 11:30-12:30 Camphausen
Rock Climbing - every Sunday, 7am at NWC Main Gate Heller

DONORS

Qur thanks to the follow ng people who have recently nmade donations to CLMRG

Ray and Jane Van Aken Del ores Hal | aday
Stan and Lol eta Dal bec Turner Real Estate
M. and Ms. Bryson Van Gundy Bur eau of Land Managenent

diff Chandl er



1979 O ficers and Committee Chairnmen for CLMRG

Presi dent Bill Stronge

Vi ce President Carol Burge

Secretary Tom St ogsdi |

Treasurer M ke Renta

Menber at Large El i zabet h Ander son

Qualifications Conmittee Denni s Bur ge-chai r man
Al Green
Bob Rockwel

Training Conmittee Carl Heller

Publ i ¢ Educati on Committee Ron Atkins

First Aid Committee Fred Canmphausen

Equi pnent / Quart er mast er Daryl Hi nnman

Sunmary of 1978 COperations Carl Heller

CLMRG was called 26 times in 1978, and 12 field operations resulted. This is
a high ratio of calls to actual field work and is good from one viewpoint. The
wor st operations are those in which we are called a couple days late and know
we are searching for a body. Nowadays, the authorities are alerting us
early and there is a better chance of success.

Twel ve field operations is a rather | ow number in relation to the
early 70's. It is difficult to tell just why there are now fewer operations,
but it is undoubtedly in part because there are now nore SAR teans, nore
pai d rangers and more hel os avail able. The higher density of people
outdoors could result in fewer being |ost.

A worrisone aspect of fewer field operations is the loss of the val uable
trai ni ng which such operations give. To sone extent this has been equalized

by nmore operations near hone, where the percentage of transit time is low Only
the Yosemite operation involved a long auto trip

The data for this annual report dones fromthe operation reports of
| eaders and coordinators. Al |eaders and sone coordinators shoul d nake out
reports for all operations, including alerts, in order to keep our data

correct.
Summary of 1978 Cperations Data

Operation Type Locati on Victim Type
Alerts 13 I nyo Co. 10 Backpackers 17
Sear ches 6 Kern Co. 7 Cl i mbers 4
Rescues/ Recovery 5 Tul are Co. 3 Ski ers 3
SARs 1 Ri ver si de Co. 3 Fliers 2
Mobi |'i zat i ons 1 Los Angeles Co 1 Hi kers 2
26 Tuol ume 1 Pi cni ckers 2
Yosenite 1 Hunt er s 2
Aut o users 2
Mot or cycl i st 1
1

Runaway boy

w
»




Li st of 1978 Operations

If Date Type County Victim Resul t Ldr/ Coord
1 1-3 A Kern Hi kers(4) Saf e At ki ns
2. 1-16 S, Kern Fliers(2) GOrash Tur ner/ CAP
2 1-17 R, Tul are Flier Recovery  Buffunf?
3 1-16 A Ri ver si de Hi kers X At ki ns
4 1-30 Aa I nyo Backpackers Qut late Lucas
5 3-17 A LA Ski er No report Lucas/Atkins
6 3-20 A I nyo(M Tom Clinmbers(M Tonm K Hel | er/ Bur ge
7 3-26 M, Tul are( Crag Pk) Cinbers oK Hel | er/ Rockwel |
8 4-7 An Ri ver si de Backpackers No report Heller/Canphausen
9 5-20 Sa Tuol urme Lost boy Found Lucas/ Harris
10 7-2 As Inyo (Bristlecones) K Harris
11 7-22,25 S, Yosenite NP Not found Lucas/Harris
12 7-29 As I nyo (Aberdeen) H kers (2) oK Lucas
13 8-20 A Ri versi de(Wiitewater) Hikers No report Heller
14 7-8 Ay Kern Mot or cycl i st K West br ook
15 7-27 A I nyo (Witney) Hi ker O K Vst br ook
16 9-1 A, Ker n Mne victin | WSAR Canphausen
17 9-4 Sa Inyo (Bl ack Lake) Backpacker Found Landau/ Canphausen
18 9-5 R Inyo (Trail Canp) Backpacker s- 4 Dead- 2
Saved -2 st br ook/ Rockwel |
19 9-6 R | nyo (Larrarck) BaCkpaCkerS(Z) Dead- 2 Bur ge/ Bur ge
20 10-30 S Ker n( Chi na Lake) Runaway Not found Buffum
21 10-31 R Inyo (Trail Canp) Fal | en hiker Rescued G een/ Bur ge
22 11-8 S I nyo(Ash Crk) Overdue Hunter Saf e Hel | er/ Bur ge
23 11-24 A Kern Aut o users Saf e Hel | er
24 12-17 SAR>»? Kern (Spani sh Needl es) di nber Rescued @ een/ Lucas
25 12-19 PR Tul are/ I nyo Aut o users Rescued-5 Hel | er/ Rockwel |
a=Joi nt MRA operation; b= Joint non-MRA operation
Publ i c Education Conmittee - 1978 Annual Report Bob Rockwel

The Public Education Committee arranged for
during 1978,
i ences included children and youths in Boy and Grl
grammar school children; and adult groups.

Twenty-seven nenbers of CLMRG hel ped give these prograns,
total of 239 manhours. The surviva
popul ar. The two novies, "By Nature's Rul es"”

Scout troops;
and "Ther nal

year we had nore than the usual nunber of

19 progranms on outdoor safety
reaching as estimated 743 residents of Southern California. Aud-
church and

expendi ng a
and | ost child shows continued to be
W | der ness"

now, been shown so many tines that we had to purchase new copi es of each
requests for a program on "\Wat

have by
Last
does

CLMRG do?". The interest in this topic continues, and a slide show on the
subj ect needs to be put together

Agai n, about half of our programs were given to the kindergarten through
hi gh school age groups. W should give thought to a safety and survival slide

show expressly made for this rather
some time and the need remmins. Hopefully,
nore successful than we have been at mneeting these specific needs.

broad category. W have di scussed this for
next year's P.E. Committee wll

be



1978 PUBLIC EDUCATION EVENTS

Dat e Group or # Peopl e Pr ogram CLMRG
Event Manhour s

1-9 Boy Scouts 25 Hypothermia film 3
1-19 Ki yvani S 45 "What CLMRG Does" 2
1-25 United Way of W 40 Represent CLMRG at 4

di nner
2-21 Seventh Day Adventists 15 Hypotherma film 2
2-27 Trona EMI C ass 20 Heat,cold fil s 2
3-8 Parents Wt hout Partners 17 "Not Getting Lost" 1
3-20 Grl Scouts 100 Boul deri ng 60
5-1 Ri chnond Second Grade 30 Lost Kids 1
5-9 Fire Rescue cl ass 6 Stretcher practice 2
5-13 Armed Forces Day 200 Denonstration and 21

di spl ay
5-20 Kern Co. Sheriff's Sem nar 75 Boul deri ng 15
6-6 Las Flores Kindergarten 30 Saf ety 2
6- 14 Mat ur ango Museum cl ass 34 Saf ety 2
6- 15 Cub Scouts 85 \F/)\g:)ler pl ay at NAF 22

 Well, | don’t see any point in looking any farther,
It was probably just one of those wild rumors.”

® * =
CHICKEN FEATHERS, cries. the Cus-
toms Service in a crackdewn on down. '
A long-promised move against mislabel-.
ing of imported down-filled jackets, sleeping |
bags and the like has turned up a host of re-
'tailers with too many chicken feathers in!
. their down, say Customs men. If an item is
labeled “‘down filled,” it must contain no
less than 70% goose or duck down and not
‘more than 20% chicken feathers; the re-
{ mainder can be made up of various fibers.
|U.8. apparel makers and the Customs Ser-
vice say many ‘“‘down-filled” items, espe-
cially from Taiwan, Korea and Hong Kong,
contain 50% or more chicken feathers.
Sears, Roebuck & Co., the only retailer
so far disclosing voluntarily any involve-
ment with mislabeled down imports, earlier
|this month pulled all down-filled products
'from its shelves for testing. Says a Sears
spokesman, "If any of the items didn’t meet
government labeling regulations, new labels
were attached.” Sears didn't say how much
of its merchandise passed the down test.
Duck and goose down are very effec-
tive insulators but cost apparel makers
up to $35 a pound. Chicken feathers cost
$35 to 35 a pound, are much less
effective,

» * *



1978 | NDI VI DUAL PARTI CI PATI ON

Publ i ¢ Educati on Qper ati ons
Name Calls Hour s Calls Field Hour s
Responded To Responded To Oper ati ons

Ander son 2 8 5 2 28
At ki ns 2 13 5 1 17.5
Br own 1 6 12 6 124.5
Buf f um 1 2 7 4 48.5
C. Burge 0 0 9 0 21
D. Burge 2 6 7 5 64
Canphausen 2 3 6 2 13
Cot e 1 2 4 1 15

Fl et cher 0 0 3 3 12
H. Gar ner 1 6 0 0 0

J. Garner 1 6 0 0 0

d eeson 1 2 3 2 69
G een 1 6 9 4 55
Harris 2 44 13 6 117
Hel | er 1 6 14 4 59.5
Hunt 0 0 2 1 23
Joy 1 2 4 2 30
Landau 2 9 2 1 17
LLoyd 2 9 7 4 60
D. Lucas 3 20 8 3 56
L. Lucas 4 43 11 2 87.5
Mason 0 0 3 3 77
Moor e 0 0 9 3 29.5
Ost er man 1 2 4 2 24
Rent a 2 8 4 3 44
B. Rockwel | 6 17 1 0 1

S. Rockwel | 2 4 9 0 9
St. Denis 2 7 4 2 16
Sires 0 0 1 1 14
Sl at es 0 0 5 0 9
Snel | 1 2 6 4 54.5
St ogsdi | | 1 2 5 3 28
St ronge 0 0 3 0 16
Swanson 0 0 1 1 22
Tur ner 0 0 1 0 4
VWal ters 1 4 3 2 33
B. West br ook 2 4 9 2 36

Tot al 1172

Tot al 243



OPERATI ON REPCRTS

#7820 Search, 30 Cctober "B" Mountain, China Lake Frank Buffum

On 30 Cctober 1978, China Lake Police Department requested our help in
searching for John Sherwood - a missing 15-year old from China Lake. John had
received a concussion on 3 Cctober and had been m ssing fromhone since 7
Oct ober. There were reports that he had periodically been seen around
town - the last tinme at a ball game on 29 Cctober. His father was concerned
for his safety. On the night of 27 October, we received a call fromhis father
who believed John might be in the B Muntain-Lone Butte area. The father had
found an abandoned nine shaft, which he wanted to check out. W contacted the
I W M ne Search and Rescue Team and they did this with no evidence that John
had been there. Over the weekend, 28-29 Cctober, an ex-girlfriend told of a
cave she and John had gone to several years ago. M. Sherwood wanted to find
this cave. A CLMRG tracking team was assenbl ed (Lucas, Canphausen, Anderson
Stogsdill, Renta, and Buffum at the request of the China Lake Police
Department (Capt. Pearia and Sgt. Truesdal e). Tracki ng and searching of
nunerous rock shelters on B Muuntain and the adjoining gullies, failed to turn
up any evidence of the boy or recent activity on the hill. The girl could
not find the cave. Towards the end of the afternoon, we got a rain and
decided that fromthe | ack of evidence and tracks there was little |ikelihood
the boy was in this area.

Conment s:

1. It isinmportant for the public and authorities to know that our services are
free, but we cannot help unless requested. This is an answer to people in the
communi ty who know of our existence and wonder why we aren't doi ng sonet hing,
especially when local folks are involved.

2. Miin value of this operation to CLMRG was the opportunity to nmeet and work
with the China Lake Police Departnent.

3. Again, value of search and tracking in establishing that a victi mwas not
in a given area was shown.

#7821 Rescue, 1 Novenber Trail Canp, Inyo Co. Al G een

CLMRG was put on alert Tuesday, 10/31/78. Bud Cayton from the Inyo Co.
Sheriff's Posse had called Don Harris and asked to have a team ready in case
they needed help in the rescue of an injured hiker near Trail Crest.

At 0815 the next day, Don called me and said that they wanted four
people. | agreed to be the Operation leader. A call to Carol Burge, who becane
the coordinator and a call to NAF asking for helicopter support, started
t hi ngs moving. A series of phone calls followed. The situation as it canme
into focus was: Inyo now wanted 8 people; NAF would fly us and shuttle in
as far as possible. The weather report was not encouraging — i.e. snow ng and
near zero visibility. W were to take extra warm cl othes, sleeping bag and a
stretcher prepared to carry the victimout.

The first four, Geen, Buffum Stogsdill and Snell, at the hut went to NAF
and were in the Lempore helicopter (Angel 1), ready for take-off at 1010.
The next four, Burge, Brown, Renta and Lloyd, also went to NAF to be fl own
to Lone Pine in a fixed wing a/c - a U-9. The first team set up our MA
radi o (PT-400 with headset and clip-on antenna), in the helicopter, and nade
sure that the crew chief could use it. W attenpted to contact the Inyo team
as the helicopter probed around the Portals. Neither attenpt was successfu
and we were landed at a wide spot in the road bel ow the Portal s.

A sheriff's vehicle was there and we got an update on the victinms condition -
frozen feet and hands, concussion and probable hypotherm a. This information,
along with a request to shuttle the next team of four up fromthe Lone Pine



Airport was radioed to Angel 1.

We started hiking the snow covered trail at about 12:15 with the second
team 30 m nutes behind. At roughly 1430, | started hearing Angel 1 asking for
directions, stating that they were starting fromthe point where we had unl oaded
bel ow the Portals.. After what seenmed |ike hours, the famliar and hoped for sound
echoed up the canyon through the nisty clouds. Sonehow, between radi o transmn ssions
fromthree locations and sone far out flying, the helicopter reached and evacuat ed
the victim

As a response to a letter fromnme, the helo pilot, LTCDR L.G Tande, called
me and gave us a view fromtheir side. The first attenpt to cone up the canyon, had
themup the N. Fork of Lone Pine Creek. Turning around and retreating fromthat
canyon was tricky. The second shot was correct. They were directed by our
radi os. There was some confusion, because three MRA radi os were responding: One in
the Lone Pine Lake area, one near Mrror Lake and one at Trail Canp. These radios
did not always identify themselves by location. The reason probably was that
they could not hear anyone but "Angel 1" and thought no one else was trying to
direct the helicopter. Fortunately, | could hear the Trail Canp team (but not the
one at Lone Pine Lake) and nmde a real effort to clarify nmy location and the
| ocations of the Trail Canp broadcasts.

The crew chief had his helmet off and was talking to us and relaying to the
pilot. They were about 1/16 mle fromthe victimsite when they spotted the
victimand rescuers. A packed down circle of snow was very hel pful for a |anding spot.
The bl owi ng snow at 50 ft hover caused Tande to lose all visual reference. His
crew chief tal ked himdown to the |anding spot - probably while hangi ng out over a
skid. Tande said that he would not have been able to performthat rescue w thout the
experienced crew on board. Hi s crew consisted of Copilot Lt.D.M Truax, Crew Chief AEC
B.C. Revels and Crewman ADL C. O Penni ngton.

As usual there are things that we could have done differently and better. W
needed a base canp with radio contact with the field teans. Inyo was able to
communi cate occasionally on their sheriff's frequency. This provided the victim
condition report, but did not help with the helicopter or our field teanms who
had only the MRA frequency. Qur base radi o has worked very well from Lone Pine
Airport and woul d have taken all the confusion out of the ground to air
comuni cations. We should have sent a vehicle with the radio to Lone Pine.

Why was all this necessary? JimMCallister, a 30 year old cab driver
from San Franci sco, decided to continue his clinb of M. Wiitney in spite of three
conpani ons turning back. This happened near Trail Crest on Mnday, 10-30 Jimfel
and spent the night on the swi tchbacks. The next day, one of his friends, who had
heard himyelling, took a sleeping bag up to himand went out for help. Jimspent
anot her night on the sw tchbacks. On Wednesday norning, Greg Elliot and Bob
Karras, fromthe Inyo team arrived and nanaged to get Jimdown to Trail Canp
(he could not walk). The helicopter picked himand the two conpani ons up on
Wednesday afternoon. Jimwas taken to the Lone Pine Hospital and transferred via
the Loma Linda helicopter-anbul ance to Loma Li nda.

#7322 Search, 8-9 Novenber 78 Ash Creek, Inyo Co. Carl Heller

Bud Cl ayton of Bishop, phoned at 2110 to ask usto handle a | ost hunter search
on Ash Creek, north of O ancha. The reporting party, (RP), Bob Pershetti, had
expressed fear that Dick Mil doon, of O ancha, had fallen on the precipitous hillside
where they had been bear hunting. Due to this report, (indirectly to us), we
decided to drive north Wednesday ni ght and get nore information at the site,
particularly since the RP had gone back into the area.
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We got a briefing fromDi ck Miul doon's wi fe, Janice, at the Ranch Cafe in
A ancha and went to the roadhead. Dennis Burge, Terry More and Chris Gsternan
went up canyon to get nore information from Bob Pershetti and Dick's sons.
They had been unsuccessful in their searching, although D ck was presuned alive
since shots had been heard.

Dennis' teamslept for a few hours, until dawn, and then started searching.
Larry Sires was in radio contact with Bob Fletcher an4 considering the rough
territory, which Dennis thought woul d be had for hel os, we asked for another team
We had an offer, through CES, of the Lenpore helo, but held that on standby. M ke
Mason, Greg Cote and Di anne Lucas started up canyon to hel p search, while Bob
Joy and | stayed to carry the stretcher in if needed.

At 0710, Dennis and Terry sighted someone above them and at 0724, we knew
Di ck Mul doon was safe and nobile. He had found hinself stranded at dusk, and decided
to bivouac. | cancelled the helo and tried to cancel our team which, unfortunately
was already in transit. We all met at the Ranch Cafe for coffee and a critique.
Not es:
1. The Hamradio teanms proved useful, particularly since Larry Sires was al so
able to operate our MRA radio.
2. W brought three portable radi os and when one proved out of order, w shed
we had another. Always bring one nore than you plan to use.

Qperation | eader: Carl Heller Coordi nator: Carol Burge
#7823 Al ert, 24 Novenber 78 Kern Co., (Car Over) Hel | er
#7824 Search and Rescue, 17 Decenber 78 Kern Co., Spanish Needle Al G een

| received the call at 11:41 on Sunday fromthe China Lake police dispatcher. A
M ke Riseley had reported a man with a broken | eg on Spani sh Needle. Mke was at Mom
and Pop's Truck Stop in Pearsonville. | called Lee Lucas and asked himto get a
t el ephoner and have people come to the hut as soon as possible. Lee also was to
call Mke Riseley back for any additional information and to check on a helicopter.
| swept my VW parts up and somehow got the garage door closed. Stronge was
already at the hut when | arrived and was preparing gear for the operation. He didn't
realize then that he would be there, providing radi o conmunication, until 4 amthe
next day. A team of eight (Green, Joy, Burge, Atkins, Buffum Harris, Dianne Lucas
and Brown), left the hut at 12:30 to pick up Mke Riseley at Pearsonville. The
di scussion with Mke confirmed our intention to go in via Lamont Meadows.

The acci dent had happened about 1400 on Saturday. M ke's father, Frank Riseley,
a 45 year old M D., had fallen and broken his | ower | eg near the boot top. Four
menbers of the party had hi ked back to their vehicle in Lamont Meadow, to go for
hel p, while Mke stayed with his father. Sunday norning, Mke went to the saddle
north of Spanish Needle, where the four were supposed to have left a sl eeping
bag and food. Finding none, he went out the Sand Canyon direction for help. This
was a wi se nove because the others had stranded their vehicle and were wal ki ng
out .

On the way in, via the Lanont Meadow jeep trail, in Joy's Toyota, we nmde
radio contact with the Kern Valley team who were responding to the four, who
had made it out to Isabella. Kern Valley provided sone fantastic 4-wheeling
to get our first teamof eight and Heller's team (Walters, G eeson and Ll oyd)
farther up the meadow than | had dreaned possible. There was about a foot of
snow covering the entire area.



M ke Riseley was to guide us to his father. Considering the snow, 100 ft
visibility, approaching darkness and the fact that no trail markers were left, he
did a good job. However, we did have trouble in finding the victim W were
really beginning to worry and finally at about 1600, decided we were too | ow and
had traversed too far south. Radio contact sent Burge, Harris and Brown up the
chute they happened to be in, while we went up ours and Heller was asked to
traverse across the top. Burge's teamwas a little behind us and Heller was back
near the saddle north of the peak. Fortunately, Dave Brown found Riseley in
their chute at about 1700. The fact that our group has had several trips to Spanish
Needl e over the past few years, hel ped considerably in finding our way.

The next two hours were spent trying to meke Frank Riseley as confortable as
possible. An air splint was placed on his leg; he was fed some of Dave's food and
placed in the Stokes litter inside our rescue sleeping bag. Riseley is 6 ft tall
and wei ghs 210 #, so he barely fit in our sleeping bag. At 1900 we started down
the I ong descent, over talus which varied fromtreacherous to seenmingly i npassable.
The snow changed to sleet, then rain, as we descended. Westbrook, Moore, Mason,
St. Denis, Hunt and a couple of |IW nenbers were extremely welcome as they cane
up from Sand Canyon to assist. Farther down, nmore |W team nenbers, |ed by Sam
Wyatt, hel ped us out. A teamof three fromlnyo Co., along with our Snell and
Ost ermann were ready to conme up and assist, but were saved by our unpredicted
"rapid" progress - it only took eight hours. W really appreciated the assistance and
back up provided by the other teans.

Comments: 1. Mke Riseley said that getting a response fromhis call to the
sheriff's office took nore than two hours. The China Lake dispatcher |ogged their

first call in at 11:33 and got us at 11:41. | have attenpted to trace the
delay with no specific success, but hopefully when the next accident occurs in
our local mountains, we will be called i mediately.

2. Radio contact via 155.160 to the Kern Vall ey team was unexpected and hel pful
We should renenber their capability for radi o conmuni cations as well as their
expertise with vehicles.

3. Equi pnent problens did arise. Ropes did not get into the initial |owering
site. The canvas bottomwas | eft at the hut (ny fault). A tarp to cover the

sl eeping bag is needed. W used Di anne's bivvy tarp. Qur stretcher took an awf ul
beating and is virtually denolished. Perhaps we should get a breakdown,
fiberglass sled type.

4. |'msorry about the poor coverage in the Daily |Independent. It is necessary
to let them know as soon as possible for a conplete and accurate story. CQur
coordi nator should try to renenber to initiate the contact.

The foll owing coments are from Lee Lucas.

5. The situation was conplicated by the two requests for assistance going to
separate substations. Green should have told Stronge of their contact with Kern
Val | ey as soon as possi bl e.

6. Geen did not brief Deputy Cark sufficiently before the team|eft Pearson-
ville.

7. The cooperation fromthe Rescue Coordination Center (RCC)-Scott AFB and from
Lenobore was really great. The hel o from Edwards was arranged for by the sheriff's
of fice.

8. The agreenment between RCC-Scott AFB and the State of California calls for
Scott to refer our request to OES, who in turn refer it to the appropriate
sheriff. This takes tine. That's why | (Lee) called Lenmpbore directly. Oficial
aut horization for MRAto initiate a helo request would certainly save tine.
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H ghli ghts of CRMRA Regi on Meeting held at Cerro Coso Col |l ege on 13 January 79

Qual fications - Associate nmenbership was di scussed.
it, asis.

Menber ship - Saddl eback accepted as associ ate nenber

a non-certified, ex-officio nmenber.

Li z Ander son

It was decided to retain

LA County ESD was accepted as

Test dates - Saddl eback rock test - March 17, 1979 at Fish Canyon
Mal i bu search test - April 22 - location undecided

Joint operations - Adopted draft 4 of the JO NT OPERATI ONS PROCEDURES wit h
m nor changes. (Lee Lucas was in charge of draft 4)

Wor kshop at Fossil Falls - Ten teans are conmitted to attend a rock workshop at
Fossil Falls on 24 February. It will be hosted by

Chi na Lake.
Next region neeting - 12 May 79 Inyo and June Lake will host it - |ocation
undeci ded.

New Year's Day on North Palisade

Bob Rockwel

The Mountain: North Palisade, at 14,242 feet, stands approximtely 15 miles west of

the Onens Valley town of Big Pine. In his clinbers

gui de, Hervey Voge notes that

al t hough there are higher or nore nmassive peaks in the Sierra Nevada, none are of
bol der or nore rugged relief, or nore beautifully alpine in character. The Sierra's
| argest gl aci er nestles against North Palisade's northeastern flank

History: North Pal, as it is affectionately called, was first ascended 75 years
ago on July 25, 1903, when Joseph LeConte, James Hutchinson and James Moffitt
climbed it via the southwest couloir. This delicate third class route is still
the easiest way to the summit on an otherw se class four (or higher) nountain.

The fanpus nountai neer, Nornman Clyde, lived the latter half of his life in the
shadow of North Pal, near Big Pine (when he wasn't clinbing). Cyde has nore first
ascents and solo clinbs in the Sierra than anyone else, and it is easy

to conclude fromhis witings that North Palisade was one of his favorite nountains.

O the dozen or so routes up the peak, he was the
first on three of them
The first winter ascent was achi eved

by David Brower and Fred Kelley on March 17, 1940.
While all ascents of North Pal are neani ngfu
because of the difficulty of the mountain, those in
winter are particularly cherished. It is for this
reason that several of us have aspired to such a
climb in recent years.

Qur Attenpt: In order to have naxi mum daylight, we
have always tined our efforts for the | ast weekend
of winter. And al ways. we have been repul sed by
storns. This year we decided in favor of early

wi nter, hoping that the shorter days m ght be offset
by nore settled weather conditions. Thus our party,
consisting of Arold Green, Mont Hubbard and nysel f,
left the G acier Lodge roadhead on the norning of
Decenber 30. After two days of snowshoeing in the

THE SPORTING LIFE

"Why didn't you think of that before we left
base camp?”




extrenely soft powder snow, we pitched our tent at 12,500 feet on the
Pal i sade @ acier. Hot buttered rum and pi neappl e cheesecake helped lull us to
sl eep that night.

The next norni ng dawned beautifully clear and calm Al nost 1500 feet higher
on the skyline, North Pal's fanpbus and aptly nanmed " U Notch" awaited our
f oot steps. The bergschrund is easily surnounted at this time of the year and
step-ki cking up the 45° snow slopes to the U-Notch was straightforward

and only noderately strenuous. It was already noon when we reached the U Notch
Qur chosen route now called for ascending the steep 200 foot, class 5 exit
directly to the summt ridge, thence a scranble to the summt itself. While
the wind was relatively |low by winter standards, the extrene air temnperatures and
snow, which had collected in cracks and holds, nade the clinbing conditions

severe. Al went well, however, and we reached the sumit a couple of hours
later. We took a few pictures. Now, to open the register box, wite down our
nanes, and ........... "Hey, anybody know the date?"...."l think it's New Year's
Day!"...."Well, whattayaknow "....

Three rappels took us back to the U Notch, then an uneventful descent to
canmp, stunbling back in the dark. As we prepared for the conm ng subzero evening
tenperatures, we thought of our friends and famlies who had cel ebrated the
traditional prom se of a beginning new year, in nore traditional fashion, and at
nore traditional elevations.

Epi |l ogue: North Palisade has been clinbed many times. And it has been clinbed
in winter. But sonmehow, ascending it on New Year's Day made the experience extra
special for us and what nore fitting way to enjoy special occasions for people
who truly love the nountains than by being intimately cl ose to nountai ns.

B Mountain Happy Hour | and |

On Decenber 22, 1978, CLMRG plus friends, relatives and dogs, cel ebrated
the first annual B Mountain Happy Hour, by clinbing the nountain, planting a
pine tree on top and toasting it with appropriate beverages. Festivities were
continued with pizza and beer and "Christmassy" slides at Rockwell’s -partly to
cel ebrate everyone's successful descent fromthe nountain.

Wthin a week, the warm gl ow of this successful venture began to coo
as the needles, then the branches and finally the bark of our little pine
tree were gobbled by the residents of B Muntain.

Undaunt ed, on January 22, a sonewhat snaller group of revelers clinbed
our favorite peak, pulled up and cast aside the bare stick with its roots,
then planted, toasted and enclosed in wire nmesh another lush little pine
tree. Two days later, only the needles poking through the wire had been
ni bbled. So if you're going up B Mountain, please take the CLMRG pine
tree a drink - nmaybe we can hold a 4th of July picnic under it.

Al this silva cultural activity was skillfully organized by Bob Rockwel |
and Lee Lucas.
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