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TRAINING SCHEDULE  
 

May 14 Sat Spanish Needle - from Lamont Meadow Huey 

May 17 Tue Head-to-Toe Exams & SOAP notes Niesen 

May 21 Sat MRA Regional Meeting in Ridgecrest Bishop 

May 27-30 Fri-Mon Memorial Day Weekend - Open  

Jun 4 Sat Telescope Peak Loughran 

Jun 12 Sun Kearsarge Pass ï Search Practice B. Rockwell 

Jun 13 Mon Meeting C. Burge, DeRuiter, C. Burge 

Jun 14 Tue Summer Class Starts Doerr 

Jun 16-19 Thu-Sun MRA Spring Conference - Eagle, CO Huey 

Jun 18-19 Sat-Sun Open  

Jun 24-26 Fri-Sun Chamberlin, Newcomb, Pickering Hinman 

Jul 2-4 Sat-Mon July 4
th
 Weekend - Open  

Jul 8-10 Fri-Sun Open  

Jul 11 Mon Meeting Gates, Finco, Miles 

Jul 16-17 Sat-Sun Summer Class Day Hikes Leaders 

Jul 23-24 Sat-Sun Summer Class Overnight Hikes Leaders 

Jul 30-31 Sat-Sun Wallace, Haekel, Picture  Hinman 

Aug 5-7 Fri-Sun Gambler's Special - Search Practice Rockwell 

Aug 13 Sat Tehachapi Technical Rock Evaluation  Bishop 

Aug 17-27 Wed-Sat Wyoming ï Gannet                        Huey 

Aug 19-21 Fri-Sun East Face Mt Whitney Myers 
 

 

Check our web page at clmrg.org. 

Check the California Regionôs web page at crmra.org . 
Newsletters from other MRA groups, gear catalogs, etc. are available in the Hut. 

All telephone numbers in The Talus Pile are area code 760 unless noted otherwise.
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OPERATION REPORTS  
 

Operation 2011-01 (OES# 2011 LAW 0051) Search and Rescue 

21 Feb 2011 

Palm Springs Tram (Riverside County) 
By David Miles, Operation Leader 

Summary 

The search was for Brian Carrico, 57, a skier in the San Jacinto area.  A recent storm dumped a lot of new 
snow in the area.  Mr. Carrico was found waiting out the storm and was rescued.   

Narrative  
On Sunday February 20, 2011 at 1630 I got a call from Sgt. Dan Edgerle for a search on San Jacinto.  A 

skier had been reported missing Saturday night and RMRU had sent a team in that night and more teams on 

Sunday.  They wanted us be there for the last tram to the top at 1900.  I told Dan that we could not make it in time 

since the drive alone is almost 3.5 hours.  I got Sheila Rockwell to be the Coordinator and told her that would 

meet at 0230 at the hut.  Janet Westbrook helped with the telephoning.  Sgt. Edgerle called back at 1640 and said 
that RMRU would like us there for a 0600 brief in the morning.  I told him that we had a team of 6 plus a driver 

that would head down in the morning.  Field team members were Dave Miles, Tom Sakai, Bob Huey, Dave 

Doerr, Bill Stratton, and Mike Derkey.  Eileen Loughran drove one of the vehicles and assisted at the command 
post.  I also called Dave Douglas and the Riverside Command Post (CP) with our headcount and confirmed that 

we would be there by 0600. 

On Monday February 21, we met at the hut at 0230.  We had a quick brief, packed gear and left.  We 
arrived at the CP just before 0600 and checked in.  I got briefed on our assignment and briefed our team.  All six 

of us would make up one team (Team 14) for the search.  Our subject was Brian Carrico, 57, who had gone up the 

tram Saturday to ski to San Jacinto and return.  The weather on Saturday turned into a blizzard and had dumped 3 

to 5 feet of fresh snow.  He had spent some time as a ski patroller and had been in the area before.  Our search 
assignment was to hike to Round Valley and head south to the Willow Creek Crossing and then make our way 

back via the Hidden Lake Divide. 

We took the 0730 tram to the top and got started at 0800.  We got to Round Valley and then reached the 
ridge to the south at 0945.  Over 3 feet of fresh powder made it impossible to find any tracks from before the 

storm.  We started making our way down the slope towards the Willow Creek Crossing and near the bottom we 

came across fresh tracks at 1115.  They were made by one person after the storm wearing cross country ski boots 

and no skis.  This was obviously our guy!  We called CP with the track info and then set out to find the direction 
of travel.  There were several paths all around the small area.  A few minutes later we found a very small snow 

cave.  From this spot we could now see that the various paths were to make an ñSOSò and ñXXXò in the snow.  

We called CP and told them to send the helicopter to the west following the tracks leaving the snow cave.  We 
sent Tom, Bob and Mike to follow the tracks.  About 5 to 10 minutes later the helicopter spotted Brian in a small 

clearing waving at them.  We all started on what would be a 1 hour sprint to make it to Brian.  The helicopter had 

dropped off a search team from Malibu at Wellman Divide a little earlier.  The pilot directed them to come down 
the hill to Brianôs location since they were closer.  We continued up the hill towards Brian to assist.  When we 

reached Brian at 1245, the Malibu team (Erik Franco, John Thompson) had heated up some water and were giving 

him hot cocoa.  We also had a thermos of hot water which was used to continue giving Brian hot cocoa.  We 

opened heat packets and placed them inside his clothing to help warm him.  We used an emergency bivy to shelter 
him and had three of us crowd around him to transfer body heat.  This protected him from further exposure until 

the helicopter (STAR-9) came to drop off the Screamer Vest.  STAR-9 left for a few minutes to get fuel and we 

put GoreTex pants, gloves, and goggles on Brian to protect him from the rotor down wash during the raising and 
then rigged him in the Screamer Vest.  At 1315 STAR-9 returned and hoisted Brian up.  We relocated about 100 

yards away and were hoisted up by AIR-5 at 1400.   

When we landed in Palm Springs we went to the hospital and visited Brian and his family and collected the 

clothes that we had put on him.  We then sent a few to the top of the tram to collect the overnight gear that we left 
there.  Afterwards we went to the CP and checked out and went to dinner.  We returned to the hut at 2030 and 

debriefed the operation. 
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                SC: Snow Cave, V: Victim found, LZ: Landing zone for the helo 

 
Operation MRA Reaccreditation in Technical Rock 

5 March 2011 

Alabama Hills (Inyo County) 

By Mike Franklin, Operation Leader 

Summary 

The California MRA reaccreditation test was in technical rock this year.  CLMRG participated along with all 

the other California MRA teams.  CLMRG was successful in passing the test. 

Narrative  
Thirteen members attended the test, but it should be noted these same members spent many hours over the 

preceding weekends in preparation for the test.  The members were Mike Franklin, Dave Miles, Tom Sakai, Bud 

Gates, Mike Myers, Jeff Green, Bill Stratton, Daryl Hinman, Paul DeRuiter, Mike Derkey, Eileen Loughran, Dan 
Bishop and Tom Roseman.  The thirteen members left the hut 0630.  After breakfast at McDonalds, we checked 

in at the south end of movie road in the Alabama Hills and then found a place to park in Tuttle Creek campground 

to await the start of the test. 
Each team needed to provide one victim and two proctors for other teams.  Bill Stratton was the victim, 

and Paul DeRuiter and Tom Roseman were the proctors.  These three left the group to begin their assignments 

before 0900.  After we received our two proctors, we transported them and ourselves to the start of our problem.  

The parking situation was a bit tricky but manageable. 
We exited the vehicles and the hasty team, comprised of Bud Gates (first aid), Daryl Hinman (safety 

officer), and Mike Derkey (lackey) left within 5 minutes.  The rest of the team followed closely with the bulk of 

the gear.  The exceptions were Dan Bishop, who remained behind in reserve, and Eileen Loughran who was 
coordinating first aid over the radio and taking soap notes.  The victim was located after about thirty minutes of 
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2nd and 3rd class scrambling, thanks to having her GPS coordinates.  Bud assessed the victim and determined she 

had a broken ankle.  Every field member was on site shortly except for Dan, who was told to come on up with the 
rescue seat.  The rescue itself was accomplished in two phases.  The first phase consisted of transporting the 

victim in the stretcher a short distance to get her out of the hole we found her in.  It was necessary to raise the 

stretcher about 6 feet, which was accomplished simply by unassisted lifting.  The stretcher was belayed at this 

point through the use of a Petzel ID.  After a short break, the second phase began.  The victim was transferred to 
the rescue seat and was piggy backed down the hill by Dave Miles, who controlled the descent by rappelling on a 

fixed line with the Scarab belay/lowering device.  Our only deduction occurred at this point.  After fixing both the 

main line and a belay to Dave's harness, it was discovered upon weighting the lines that the way everything was 
rigged, it was interfering with the proper use of the Scarab.  Both lines were removed to facilitate fixing this 

problem, and we were dinged for having the victim in an unsafe situation.  I do not feel that anything unsafe 

actually occurred, as Dave and the victim were roughly 8 feet from the edge, and the situation occurred before 
they were officially "on-belay."  Dave proceeded to belay himself down the gentle slope over somewhat rough 

terrain, being assisted by several members, particularly Mike Derkey, Mike Franklin, and Bud.  About 50 feet 

down the first pitch, the proctor, had us switch to a raising.  We had not anticipated this, however it was 

accomplished with minimal difficulty.  Dave rappelled an entire pitch and tied into anchors that Tom Sakai and 
Dan had set in anticipation of his arrival.  The ropes were hauled and fastened to this second set of anchors, and 

Dave rappelled about another half pitch.  Due to the ease of the terrain, Dave was able to complete the second 

pitch without the use of the Scarab, and simply relied on the belay line as a backup.  A third pitch was 
unnecessary as the proctor ended the test.  The victim made a miraculous recovery and we all returned to Tuttle 

Creek campground.  Members who were not staying overnight in the campground, left and arrived at the hut by 

2200.  Overall, our team performed very well and we passed the reaccreditation test. 

 

A Major Milestone  in 2011 !  

 

Al Green - 50 years with the China Lake Mountain Rescue Group 

 

    
 

Arold "Al" Green first joined the China Lake Mountain Rescue Group in 1961.  It was on a climb of Mt. 

Shasta in 1958 that Al met the founder of the CLMRG, Carl Heller.  Al was attending UC Davis at the time, and 
working at Mather AFB.  Carl encouraged Al to consider China Lake after finishing school and that he ought to 

consider joining CLMRG if he decided to work at China Lake.  In 1960 Al had finished his Masters Degree at 
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UCD and did take a job at China Lake where he worked as a research physicist in the Physics Division for the 

next 30 years.  
 Al took the 1961 class offered by CLMRG on Mountaineering and soon joined the CLMRG.  A dedicated 

SAR volunteer and also an accomplished mountaineer and rock climber, Al has climbed many of the classic 

Sierra and Yosemite routes (including the NW Face of Half Dome and The Nose of El Cap) and with his climbing 

partner Bill Stronge, they made many first ascents. 
 Al was the 30th person to join the CLMRG and has been on over 500 operations.  Al is a past President of 

the group; was an Operations Leader for many years; and was a member of the Qualification committee for 28 

years.  In the last 10 years Al has helped to update and modernize our annual Basic Mountaineering and 
Mountaineering Safety class which we offer to the community each summer.  Al is still an active field member.  

His knowledge and experience make him an invaluable asset on any operation. 

Congratulations Al on this major milestone. 
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 CLMRG members attended the annual Kern County Sheriffôs Volunteer Services SAR Appreciation 
Dinner on March 26, 2011.  After the dinner the Sheriff gave special recognition to team members achieving 

major milestones in 2010.  CLMRG members receiving recognition were Eileen Loughran, 5 years, and Paul 

DeRuiter and Tom Roseman for 25 years each.  Linda Finco received recognition for CLMRGôs 2010 top 

contributor for her efforts in revamping the teamôs first aid trainings to focus more on improving first aid skills for 
the wilderness and practicing those skills in hands on training sessions.  The results of our revamped first aid 

curriculum were demonstrated during our MRA Technical Rock reaccreditation test in March, where our team 

scored 3 out of 3 on the first aid aspects of the test.  Everyone in attendance had a great time and a great meal.    
 

   

A 2011 Kilimanjaro Trek  
by Bill Stratton 

 

 


