TR AIN
Jul 31 Sat Irvine
Jul 31-Aug1 Sat-Sun  LonePine NE Ridge
Aug 68 Fri-Sun Ritter, Banne
Aug 9 Mon Party
Aug 14 Sat Russll
Aug 20622 Fri-Sun ~ Whitney
Aug 2829 Sat-Sun Humphreys
Sep 36 Fri-Mon  Tuolumne Meadows
Sep 1112 Sat-Sun Norman Clyde
Sep 13 Mon Meeting (roke of QC)
Sep 15 Wed Map and compass training
Sep 1719 Fri-Sun Zion
Sep 2526 Sat-Sun  Peak 13520, hunmb, Birch
Sep 29 Wed First Aid Topic A
Oct 1-3 Fri-Sun Conness
Oct 6 Wed First Aid Topic A
Oct 9-11 Sat-Mon  Bear Cregk Spire
Oct 13 Wed First Aid Topic A
Oct 1517 Fri-Sun Irvine
Oct 18 Mon Meeting (ents)
Oct 20 Wed First Aid Topic A
Oct 2324 Sat/Sun  Panamint Butte
Oct 29-31 Fri-Mon  Open
Nov 11-14 Thu-Sun  Cerro delaEncantata
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OPERATIONI REPORTS
Tom Sakai

9904 27 Jun 99 Search Twin Lakes Bob Huey

At 1520 on Sturday, 26 line CLMRG received a call through he Kern Courty SheriffOsOffi ce
from Mono Couny. Mervin Lee Butterfield, age 73, hal been missing from acampground n Mono
Village by Twin Lakes since Friday morning & 0830. M Butterfield has AlzhémerODisease. He was
campingin amotor homre with his family and was last seen gongto therestroomarea with his shaving
kit and owel. Thefamily initiated a search and called the Mono Couny SheriffOsOffi ce two hours
later.

TheMono Couny Search and Rescue Team led by Geg Enright established hasty searches and
blocking actionsand garted checking high probdility areas. They used dogteams and heicopter
survellance and aforward looking infrared radar (FLIR) on Saturday night  All 200+ campers and
home ownersin thearea were notfied, and posers were handed out in dl campgroundsand local sores.
A picture of the sole of the shoetype tha Mr. Butterfield wore was faxed from themanufacturer. Forty
marines from the Bridgeport Training Sation paticipaed inthe search. On Saturday, CLMRG and the
Inyo MRA team joined efortsto do grd searches for a body and © eliminae dl posible areas for any
sgn. CLMRG teams searched in svampy areas and through e@nse brush and downfall. We dso
searched several dopes. No prints, pesond articles, or sgn of any ort was found ty any team, and Mr.
Butterfield was not reported to have been seen except on hs way to therestroom. There was some
conjecturethat he may have goten aride out of theareaand tiied to go bak to PAlmda e where he had
lived for osmetime. The search was suspendead by 1600 on 8nday, 27 dine

Members paticipating included Bob Hiey (Leader), Tom Sakai, Werner Hueber, Dennis Burge
Walter Runkle, Al Green, Chuk Creusere, Bud Gates, Dave Doer, and Sheala Rockwell (Coordnator).



OPERATIONSREDUX
(Editor: Wereceived the following letter from Jim and Kahy Wilson ofInyokern, California.)
Jan 15, 1999

Attn - Terry Mitchdl

Received your tank you for our donion, and the though occurred to me that youmightlike to e
oneof the reasonswe think o much of yaur groupN a picture of our grandson sme 16 years later.

We ha jug moved to Ridgecrest from the midwest in Dec. of '82 to benear our ©n, Ken, & family.
On Sundgy of Jan 23, 1983, w knew something hal happened when Ken & Kyle had notreturned at a
definite hour.

After many calls, we came into contact with your group, Wo gave immediate attention t our
problems. Wha an extraordnary group d people you ae.

We wanted youto see wha tha young nan lookslike today. Kyleis 17, wll graduae from
BurroughgHigh Shool] this spring, ha been in the band for 4 years, does computer work outof his
home for severa firms, & is off to ollege this fall.

Yes, we are very proud of hm, buthow fortunae we areto live in acity tha has such adedicated
group & the ChinaLake Mountin Rescue Group.

Our gncere thanksto al of you ayan.

Jm & Kathy Wilson
Grandpaents

(Ref: The TalusPile #53 and The Daily Independent of January 24, 1983)



FROM OTHIER SOURZCES

(Editor: Fromthe Rdgecrest Daily Independent of 25 May 1999. [ad Tomis a long-time member and
a respected leade in the China Lake Mountain Rescue Group.)

JILL SAKAI

ROCHESTER, N.Y. -- JllI Sakai graduaed MagnaCum Laude from the University of Rochester in
Rodhester, N.Y. on May 16. Shereceived abachdor of ience degree with research distinction in
neuroience. Shewas also dected to Phi Beta Kappa After atour of ltay with the UR Chanber
Orchestra, shewill be working @& WoodsHole Oceanogaphic Inditute on Cgpe Cod. Sakai isa 1995
graduae of BurroughsHigh Shool. Sheisthedaughter of Tom and Carol Sakai of Ridgecrest.

(Editor: Thefollowing gory first appeared in Hot CoCo, htp://www.hotoco.con?, the online edition of
the Conta Coda Times on May24, 1999

81-year-old reaches top of El Capitan

By Matthew Yi

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK -- Tannad and visibly exhauged, aretired chemical engineer
Sunday became the oldest climber--again--to scale Yosemite National Park's famed EI Capitan.

Greetings dl, Gerry Bloch said with atired amile to his grandson and the half dozen reporters
waiting for hm at the summit of the granite monolith.

Bathed in bight sunshinethat reflected off surroundng showcapped mountains Bloch, 81, reched
the summit about5 pm., bresking his own record as the oldest person o make the climb.

It'smuch . . . v&y much tougler than | imagined, said the wiry Bloch, his green eyestired benind
gold-rimmed glasses. There were days when we thoughtwe wouldnt make it, bu we jus kept striving.
Thisis an obgacle course.

Bloch, of Chery Hill, N.J., st outon hsquest May 12 with two other men. The climb was only
suppogd to take aweek, butthe group vas dowed by dilly weather and the weight of the food and
water they carried.

He last scaled B Capitan, oneof the mog popukr chdlenges for seriousrock climbers, in 1986,
when hewas 68. Bak then, Bloch took arelatively easy route--up The Nose. Thistime, prokcted bya
bright orangehelmet and knee pads hescaled the more diffi cult Aquaian Wall, rising 2,500 fet to the
summit.

Bloch, who ha been dimbing snce 1934,was accompanied to the rocky summit by guide Mike
Corbeat and NBC cameraman Crag White. The summit is dotted with windswept pine trees with a view
of Yosemite Valley waterfalls bdow.

Jerry climbed up every inch ofit, White said. We didnt pul him up & all oranything.

Bloch and his team planned to camp outSunday night and rappd down the 7,563foot mountin
today, which they expected to take four to five hours

Bloch quit kydiving & 78 after doctorsrefused to treat him uness he promsed he would gop, sid
grandson Sam Bloch, 20, vho $hook hs hand & the summit to the applause of onlodkers. But this was
thelast climb.

(c) 1999 Conta Coda Newspapers

(Editor: Thefollowing gory first appered in Hot CoCo, htp://www.hotoco.ocon, the online edition of
the Conta Coga Timeson June 14, 1999
Colorado mandies, three others hurt in rockslide

4



By Matthew Yi

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK -- A Colorado dimber who died in amassive rockslide at
Y osemite Nationd Park sacrificed himself to protect two friendscdimbing dowve him, pak officials said
Mondyy.

Peter J. Terbudh, 22, agudent a Western State Collegein Gunnison, Cob., was a the base of a
granite face a Glacier Point, holding arope his friendswere usng t climb fromabout 100 fest onthe
so-called apron jam route, an intermediate climb which takes about half an hour.

When the rocks began crashing down, hecould have runand pehaps saved himself. Ingead, his
friendstold officias, hehdd onto therope. Thefriends aswell as athird person who tried to help,
suffered only minorinjuries and were treated a a pak clinic and released.

He was on the bottom and thetwo guyswere on bp, fid park spokesman Scott Gediman. He hdd
theropeunil they came down sfely.

Terbudh's body was recovered Monday afternoon. Rrk officials said hedied of head injuries. None
of thethree climbers were wearing helmets, which are notrequired.

It was like a huge rumbling ound, Ike ajet coming dose, said Abbie Kealey, 43,atourist from
Baltimore who was atop Gacier Point when the face of the mourtain collapsed beneath he. We looked
over and we saw atiny plume of impact that rose up like anuclear blast.

Frightened campers grabbel their children and ran when the huge boulders brokeloose from the
about2,500 fet up west shoulder of the Glacier Point apronat the eastern end ofthe park.

Steve Hartman, aCBSreporter having dinner in Curry Mllagewith his family, rushed ove for a
look and ran into oneof the climbers. Out from the woodsa man wearing a moungineering haness
came ou screaming, My buddys dead, my buddys dead!" Hartman said.

It soundel like an enormousclap of thunder, except it wasn't thunde, said Mike Sherman, 45,
vacationing with his wife Marinda and their son Slas, 11, fromBaton Rou@, La. | saw rodksfalling
down . . . hen it was quiet. Then there was this dug cloud and you oudnt see anything.

Mrs. Sherman said she had walked awvay from the cabin, which was about 30 fest from a roped-off
area near wherethe dide hdted. All | knew was, | was back there and he was up hee, hesad. |
started creaming and runnng back in my flip-flops

It was like awaterfall of flesh-colored rods, acascade of these rocks and dus, sheadded. Sides
are relatively rare, and Gediman said the park is safe. Anyonecoming o the pak has nothing o worry
about, hesaid asthe sun rog Mondg. Everything is open and CK.

A geologist with the U.S. Geologica Survey was expected to examinethe dideareaon Tuesday.

About 1,300 guets and amployees in 300cabins were evacuated from Curry Village, then dlowed
to return sveral hoursafter the dide. Nobody n the village was hurt, and no $ructures were damaged.
Many tourists chose to leave the park rather than oend the night

Those who did gay were shaken avake again a about5 am. when asecond, nuch gnaller
rockdide, lasting ébou 10 conds snt more boulders down.

The climbers were beneath Glacier Point in amosgly undevelopad ste outside the villageat the time
of thedide accordng o park spokeswoman Christine Cowles.

Geologists say the spring ¢ycle of freezesand thaws contributes to such dides. Moisture gesinto
cracks in the rocks and freezes, widening the cracks. During the day it melts, then refreezes in the now
wider fissure, accelerating the cracking.

Mog of thetime we dont knowwhat triggers these things said Nationd Park Service spokesman
Bob Rong. Thelast gran of sandjud gave way.

On duly 10, 1996, anassive dideabout half a mile from Sunday nights avalanchekilled ore tourist
and injured sven others. Last November, about500 pak employees and visitors were evacuaed when



rocks fell more than 3,000 éet from Glacier Point to the Yosemite Valley floor. There were noinjuries
or magjor danage.
(c) 1999 Conta Coga Newspapers

(Editor: Fromthe Conta Coga Times of June20, 1999.)
Disabled climber scaling Yosemite's El Capitan agan -- the hard way
By Christine Hanley

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK -- Sitting with his back againg the base of EI Capitan, Mark
Wellman took ore last tug on hs shoulder srapsand looked skyward.

All right See everybodyat the top, hopéully, Wellman said as he began his arm-pumping, hert-
thumping 3200foot climb up Yosemite'smos daunting peak.

Aw, yeah, this feels good, hesaid, kissing his fiancee and busness partner, Carole Praxmarer,
goodbyesfter taking thefirst few hoists.

Wellman, who ha had only partial movement in hislegssncea 1982 ¢imbing accident, was the
first paaplegicto scale El Cg 10 yars ago. He's marking the anniversary by tackling the soaring
monolith again, onthetougher Nose route.

Wellman and hs climbing partner, Mike Corbdt, garted their ascent at about 1:45p.m. Mondgy.
Using aspecia T-bar system, Wellman will hoist himself up $x inches at a time by doing pul-upsas
Corbedt dimbsahead and sts the ropes.

Wellman expects it will take aweek and éout 7,000 b 8,000 pulupsto summit, resting beween
each pitch, which can rangeanywhere from 100 to 140 fet.

They hopel to reach the summit in oneweek, butwe're always wrong, sid Corbét, who dso
accompanied Wellman up hemountain adecadeago.

Thepar planned to dimb about500 feet before callingit quitstheir first day. After tha, they'll
climb between 1012 hous aday.

Wellman, who plansto ridea mule down the peak's gently doping backside, foundthe 300 yads
from thetrailhead to the base of themountin to bethe hadest pat on Monda. Hiswheelchar got
stuck in @and, loo%e rodks, and pnecones. Corbet and another friend eventually took turnsgiving him
piggy-back rides.

My messageisn't for the disabled to come and dimb B Capitan, Wellman said earlier. It'sto dimb
whaever mountain that isthe barrier in their life. And that can be anything.

In 1989, Wellman scaled theroute called The Shield with the help of ecia equipment and Cortlett,
a big wall veteran. Thistime around, asronge, bulkier Wellman will be taking the same partner but
better gear and adifferent path, up oneof the mog challenging of the 75 or 80 rowgs to the summit.

Named for its gppearance and mede famous by phobgrgphea Ansel Adams, The Nose is the highest
unbroken granite diff in North America, with the touglest-to-tackle anges on its lower third.

Wellman, 39, vas a Yosemite ranga when hemade hisfirst ascent of El Cap. He now livesin the
mouniain community of Truckee, Cdif., where his company, No Limits, has carved asolid niche in
growing indugry of oudoor equipment for the disabled.

Wellman travels around hecounty giving motivationd speeches and ramains a passionae
gportsman, enbarking on aventures in apine skiing, doss-county skiing, and white-water kayaking.

Theonly way I'm falling isif you hed arock fall and it cut the rope said Wellman, who brokehis
back when hedipped while descending asteep chute of the 13,700foot Gables Peak south of Yosemite.

He and Corbét, 45, will belugging 200 pundsof gear, water, and adiet of cold food. They'll deep
on ndurd ledges when they can and on adoubkewide, portble ledge when they can't.



They'll dso becarryinga cell phore and adigital camera tha will help them updde reports on
Wellman's Web gte: www.nolimitstahoecom.
(c) 1999 Conta Coga Newspapers

ABOUTTHEMEMBERSHIP

Our Loss

Roge Meng, aham radio operator and long-time member of CLMRG, died 1 line1999 4 theage
of 79.

Roge and Bdty Meng were honoed a the 40th Anniversary Cdebration last October for ther
many years of serviceto the Group. Béty was an active Coordnator. Sheretired from the Group
earlier this year.

Our sympathies go outto Betty and he family.

Ten YearsLater
by Tom Rogman

| was looking through ®me old rogers and found ondrom 1989, & | thoughtit might beinteresting
to compare thetwo. | drav no @wndusons from the comparison, leaving tat to thewide array of
individud characters who have dways made up the Group.

In 1989, ve had 53 nembers. Four were applicants (three who never became members). Three
were inactive and on droppd outof the Group We now have 43 members. We are aboutthe same
size. Ofthe53 membersin 1989, 2lare dill with the Group. The rest have gone Some log interest,
some moved away, and sadly, one passed away.

We had 12 kadersin 1989. @thos, Sx are no longe in the Group, four @e inthe Group butno
longe leaders, andtwo dalwarts are ill leaders. We now have eightleaders. They indudethe two
carryovers from 1989, hree from the 198 Technical category, onefrom 1989 Supportcategory, and
two who were notin the Group n 1989.

We had four inthe Technica category 10years ago. Al are dill in the Group, butonly two are ill
Technical ontheroger. We now have two membersin the Technica category. Boh were leadersin
1989.

There were four aordinatorsin 1989;we have five now. All four from 1989 ae ill coordinators
today! My ha is off to them.

Of the 13 Supportmembers from 10 years ago, nne are no longer with the Group, ones aleader,
two are ill Support and onels Specia kills. Of the 15 arrent Supportmembers, 11 ae new, onewas
Technical, ore was an Applicant, and two are the seadfast Supportmembers from 1989.

In 1989, ve had sven Inactive members and Applicants. Sx are no longe around,and oneis
Support We have ore Inactive member today.

Of the eight Specid Skills membersin 189, $sx are gone andtwo are ill Specia Skills. Today we
have 9x Special Skills members. Onewas Rescue, onewas Support two ae new membe's, and two
were aways Specia ills.
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D ONATIONS
Steve Horian

CLM RG gratefully acknowledges recent gifts fr om the following friends:
Electa G. Rus=ll Ridgecrest, CA

SCREE
Check our web page at http://www.clmrg.org.

All telephonenumbers in The Talus Pile are area code 760 urhess noted otherwise.



China Lake Mountain Rescue Group
P. O. Box 2037
Ridgecrest CA 93556

Address Correction Requested



